
S· ·hop Francis Asbury in West Vitih .. :. 
I~ ~. ",r L:twrcncf' Shc-rwood 

Inlroductlon 

I goi ng? To the New World. What to d 
"WhiUlcr nm h 0' ... 

" 0 If r know my own eart. To get rnon ,. '. 
n h n r . " , d b ' h ey. ~ 

I • to IJvc to God, an to rmg ~t ers so to do." . : 
I Am golOS . sbury (1745-1816) w rote m his Journal 0 

Fr nCIS . n Sep. 
I ? 1771 as he was sta rtmg from England to Arn . 

tember -, tit b enca 
t forty-five yen rs he no on y was 0 e the dorn' . 

In the nex . M th d' lnant 
. the shaping of Amencan e 0 Ism as its pio 

force 10 . f th nee, 
h also was to become one 0 e gr eatest explorer BIShop; e . s of 

the American frontier . 

Hi. Journal 

Asbury's part in the life of pioneer Am erica and his observa_ 
lions of people and places have been ill large measure hidden 
to f'e«nt generations. Asbury kept a dally diary or JOurnal 
from August 7, 1771 until December 7, 1815. Portions of this 
Journal were published during his life . The entire Journal was 
published in 1821. It was reprinted in 1852, and again reprinted 
abou wo years later. It bad, thus, by 1958 been out of print 
lor more than a bundred years, and copies had become increas· 

gJy difficult to obtain. Li ttle wonder that present-day per­
Iutd ICaIlI knowledge of h is life and im portance. 

Ceuln ICbolars in America knew of his J ouma l and of its 
, 111 no only u a commentary on the begin nings of The 

t Church. bUI also as a !lrst-hand record of men and 
-'C::"""11l&tn h early days of the United State . Thu , when 
~:'UGllIIl HI rkal Publica ti ons Comm!s ion of the United 

I ch IXly- Lx t Am rl n whose 
n publl.h bury'. nom w in-

:~:~n!'lId"11 n h Ihl nmml:_ I n m dt In 

"" Ih II 1I r 
r 

• 

... ....... 
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wen' publishod by the Association of Methodist Historical 50-
d rt ies in the United Stutes in 1958. The Editor-in-Chief is Dr. 
EJmer T. lurk; the present writer is one of the Regional Re­
""rch Edit rs. The three-volume set of Asbury's works in this 

standul'd ann tnted edition is available for $21.00 from The 
Methodist Publishing House. 642 Smithfield Street, Pittsburgh 
30. Pennsylvan ia. 

0 .. Ille Frontier in West Virginia 

Asbur trave led whe,'e the people were. As the people 
moved westward, so did Asbury. In the earliest parts of the 
Journal one finds Asbury concentrating on the seaboard of 
what was to become the United States. Toward the end of his 
life his intere t and travels extended as far west as Indiana . 

The epitome of Asbury's constant interest in the edge of 
ch-ilizalion can be no better shown than by the shift of em­
phasis in his travels in what is now West Virginia. Notice how 
his ,-isits begin in the Eastern P anhandle and then move west­
ward through rather definHe phases. 

bury's first visit to what is now West Virginia was in 1776; 
In July of this year he visited Berkeley Springs. This was the 
~ry year that this town was established , under the name of 
Bath." 

Asbury was agai n in West Virginia in 1781, 1782, 1783, and 
I Each of th se visits was in the Eastern Panhandle, west­
"lord I. includtng the present counties of Grant and Mineral. 

durin th fi rs t e ight ears of Asbury's visils to West 
lri~tllta h did not g t acro the mounta ins to we tward flow-

Mbltr;y'l. t Irgini that to k him era the 
w tn 17 ~ w h n h VI lted lorgant wn. 

In mod . h w \' r. thr u h 
I k \ ,. r lhl' West Vir-

lh r In 

I In 
th 

1\ I 
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01 Asbury wrote: "We are now going to the 
his Joum take a peep into the Indian land." 1'hta Vllfll"Olltl.. 
and :a

y 
Panhandle was an early scouting tour. h t to 

r ern Jar visits to this area until after the 1a':'- e
ot

df4 stArt rt'gu .. "" , 
teen years . 

1788 Asbury began his assault on the mountains SOUth 
Inth 8S he traveled through the "devious lonely ";Uda" to 

nork ~t 0 map of West Virginia shows that this South-nOrth ~ 
100 th edge of civilization, west of the mountains that eli . wos e . h Vide 
the waters of the AtlantJc from t e waters of the MississiPPi 
Asbury records that .the~e tours from Monroe COunty in SOuth. 
eastern West Virgirua vIa Morgantown to Pennsylvania were 

ang the most difficult travels that he ever experienced . 
: whole of America. He drove himself and his horse ov: 
this rough terrain not only in 1788 but also in 1790, 1792, and 
1796. In May 1796 he wrote : "I doubt whether I shall ever 
request any person ... to accompany me across these moun. 
tains again." Asbury kept this resolve, not only because of the 
dillicuJUes on this frontier, but also because the frontiers had 
shit ed. Between 1796 and 1803 Asbury simply toucbed the 
hems oC West Virginia (in Monroe and J efferson Counties) as 
he Ioun!d to meet new problems and situations. 

In 1803 Asbury began his long series of visits in the North. 
en Panhandle oC \Vest Virginia. In the thirteen years between 
18IXJ and 1815, bury made eleven tours in the orlhern Paa. 

ndJ On dlacovers thot these tours were not only because 
irnpol1llnc to od\' ncing Methodi m in this orea; Al-

&I abo In thlJ tlon oft n as he c:r cd to Ohio and 
r dVlUlcin (ronti r 

111)))'0 

Il~~,. P rk:"lIl1II 

• 

bury III \Vh t I now W!$I 
,.j n f lhis "lSIl 
Al huh Wood 

r 1\ illU-
in :\.~b<.Itryl 
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W~,,' Virginia Counlleo VI.iled 

Asbury made thirty-four tours in West Virginia, starting 
ith his visit at Bath in 1776 and ending with his stay at "John 

; cck'S, West Liberty:' .in early August, 1815. In these thirty-
inc yea,·s Asbury vIsIted at least twenty-two of the present 

:ounties of West Virginia. Thus, persons interested. in ecclesi­
astical or secular history in these counties may well find com­
ments of interest in the Journal. 

It is possible that Asbury was in the edge of two more coun­
ties; however, the following alphabetical list of counties is prac­
tically exhaustive, and is taken from Asbury's own records: 
Barbour, Berkeley, Brooke, Grant, Greenbrier, Hampshire, 
Hancock, Hardy, Harrison, Jefferson, Marjon, Mineral, Monon­
galia, Monroe, Morgan , Ohio, Pendleton, Pocahontas, Preston, 
Randolph, Taylor and Wood. 

Plnces 

What is your area of interest in West Virginia history? 
Chances are that you will find source material in Asbury'S 
documents. 

Is your hobby West Virginia Springs? You will find rich 
material on this subject in Asbury. There is much comment 
on Berkeley Springs and a lesser amount on Sweet Springs. 

If your interest centers about natural curiosities, you will 
find a common interest with the man Asbury. In his Journal 
you will find the first written description (1781) of Hanging 
Rocks in Hampshire County; you will find an early description 
of Iman's Spring in Grant County, now the site of tbe Spring 
Run Fish Hatchery near Petersburg, of which Asbury says: 
"Th quantity of water it discharges (is) sufficient for a mill 
WI hln Iwo hundred yards from the source"; you will find de-

p ,0 of cav s that arc among the earliest published de­
p 10M of Ihll type of n atural curiosity in West Virginia. 

1'lpllont r I ly towns in W s t Virginia can not bu t 
til r' I In Ih 11' pr nt-dny inhabitants. or ours. 

I A bu vi It W I b r r towns hod ny names at 
V1I~II. r durin t In' th I pr nl t wns had Ih I' 

W I In pr""! hllJTl n spot th t in 
'I'llu • Ihl 1I.lIn un not Inclllde 11 (If 
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resent West Virginia towns; nonetheless th 
the P "d f • e fo",,-­
will perhaps show the WI eness 0 Asbury's traYela ..;.j .... 
teres!. IQ. 

In July 1790 AsbW?' was riding in Greenbrier 
bon tas Coun ties; in his J ouma! he recorded: "an:a p~ 
premeditated the sending of a preacber to a newly-U~ '"ay I 
. the Kenhaway county." This "newly-settled place" " Plaet 
10 mroonly called Charleston. IS ftIott co 

When Asbury .-isited Lewisburg in July 1790 he calied 
.-Green Brier court house"-and further mentioned that • 
some sat as critics and judges." In his quaint way he "bat 
lions Lewisburg in his visit of May 1792 as follows: '''W ~ 
through Greenbrier by the town." e tndt 

_!s is well known to aU students of West Virginia his!or, 
e To...-n of Fort Ashby in Mineral County has had many tL 

Erial names. Asbury adds two more names faT his 
c.::y: in his \isi:t of June 1781 he caIls it "Dutch sett'::=; 
. ~t.-m he caIls i " Jones"- after the Ilalru! of lIII 
:a=!_ "'::b,.. i:e .-!sited. 

\\oe::: _ _, i_;terl :.he p..~ ~:le Pi ·· ~~ 
C:J=:y.' - ?y 1. ti:ere ..-as but = calr.n tha-e-:a: 1 
"'-!!:=:= Are · .5,. _ '" _ ·5 -kit - :i :5 bo:r;.e was . d:e 
1rE"-':1:::I! ~ be eoe.r ~ea:i, 00: _ . e:;;:- r;:;dr:!g"IC we ~ ~ 

l-' ssed:"';" @ a: .. :t:: T~ 
W"fn: ~.~ . 5E: . _ .... ..erly ~.so T£ Ta:::_ 

tEa. -. : 2y Ul 6:: &Jar ... c. ~ dfe D 
• 
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Morgantown, Charles Town, Wellsburg, West Liberty, Wheel­
jng. In West Virg inia, as in the nation, he "printed the map of 
his ministry with the hoofs of his horse." 

People 
Asbury had a great interest in people. He spent all of his life 

in Ule homes o f oUlers. He was at home with persons of high 
and low estate . In the section now known as West Virginia 
he found himself as guest in homes of both those who were 
Iornolls and those who had been infamous. 

Since Asbury's early visits occurred while Indians were still 
iJl West Virginia, he came into contact with persons who had 
been involved with the savages. He came to know Richard 
Williams, in 1781, who then lived near Romney; in the J ourrtal 
(Volume I, page 464ff) he tells the thrilling story of the cap­
ture of Williams by the Indians. In 1788 Asbury visited Clover 
Lick in Pocahontas Coun ty and made reference to the work of 
Jacob Warwick who had built a fort there and had "made a 
small estate by keeping cattle, horses, &c., on the range." As­
bury visited Coxe's Fort in Brooke County. in 1786, at which 
time the inhabitants could look across tile Ohio River and see 
lndian lands. He visit.ed in the home of Thomas Drinnon, in 
Pocahontas Coun ty, "whose wife was killed, and his son taken 
prisoner by !.he Indian." Asbury was a welcomed visitor at 
Cook's Fort in MonIoe oUllty-for two of the sons of the 
builder of t his fort had become Me!.hodist preaebers. 

Amon,,! the interestinl! references to the Indian incursions in - , 
We t irginia i his comment about the Kinnan massacre in 
Randolph County. The fu.ll story of !.his massacre may be 
found in Vol ume I, umber I of Wes Virginia History . 
Quar rly lagazin. ha.rleston, Octobe.r, 1939: in tilis publi­
C tion !.her is an extensive article by Boyd B. S tutier as well 

a rrprin oC!.he Truc armth:e of the St.fferings of Mary 
K"'1\4 . Asbury WRS on the pot in 1.8)' 179_. He writes:' e 
a'.clPiled at Cap 's, where there w ere se, ·eral families 
ft'I)wded th r r r C r of the Indians. The upper end of the 

n d popu l ted. a e family has been destroyed 
Iilnl ' h ., 

w i th 
i I 
hi. 

h s 
in h 

n 

wh were in the mid 
m" f men w ho were 

n t ~r . h \\'n h n 
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A bury's relationship with men who were 

IhrOugl~ . sinia Convenlion which mel in Richmond ~""'bot. 
of the Ir

t
S
r or reject the Federal Constitution. As hit! J"", 

1788 to ra I Y . b f as h.... d there were slxteen mem ers rOm what is now ~ 
oJt.e~ WI 'th fifteen of these who voted to ratify mo W"" 
VlrSlnlha, :]'ority of ten by which Virginia ratified t~·. etba" 

.de t e m d h t ' t h on m. It has been note t a I was t e votes from ,,~ 
StItutiO~. mountains" that aided not only Virginia but also 
yond t et to accept the Federal Constitution. 
other 5ta es 

the sixteen men from West Virginia were the fall Among · C ow_ 
. . Isaac VanMeter from Hardy ounty, Abel Seymour frOll! 
tn

g'd County Col. George Jackson from Harrison COunt 
Har y '. d J h W ' y, 

Zane from Ohio County, an a n Ilson from Ran Ebenezer . ' . -
I h C unty. It is amazmg to realIZe that FranCIS Asbury Was 

do pO. h th f '1' f a visitor in the homes and WIt e amI les a each of these 

five men! 

Random comments of Asbury concerning the "famous five" 
. elude: "I had an attentive, well-behaved congregation at 
tn S ' " Squire VanMeter'S." . .. He rode to eymour s as welcome as 
snOW in harvest." . .. "I lodged with Col. Jackson." '" "At 
Colonel Zane's, where 1 lodged, the aged people were kind in­
deed .. .. 1 contemplate two chapels; one of forty feet square, 
and the other of fifty feet ; the first in Charlestown (Wellsburg), 
Alexander Wells to give the lot; and the other in Wheeling, the 
ground to be bestowed for its erection by Colonel Zane." "I 
preached at Wilson's. Here many careless people do not hear 
a sermon more than once in one or two years . . . . " 

Asbury was a frequent visitor in many other homes of pi­
oneers and patriots. He was in the home of the Hite family 
It! the Eastern Panhandle from 1781 and after. He preached in 
the barn of Captain J ames Stroud near Martinsburg. He 
preached and baptized at Peter Dewit's in Mineral County-
and doubtless he d f D . , . . U H ar 0 eWI t s expenences In the Re\"olu-
J:b I e ~as a w~lcomed visitor at the home of John Jeremiah 
host W:Uld~~~tre County-lillie knowing tha t a son of his 
~nla ( . w be ? ovemor of the Stale of West Vir-

. ell Virgin' 'I ' . C~'bl'ln, 10;6, Vol 14 .. IS(Ory. A Quarterly Maga..-.M . 

bloinphy I,t J""ob)' ~VlJ , No.2, January, pp. 117-1:17 for a 
1><1 ohur h bUilt ~b found r l nd opportunity t tht 

'I 01 h rl Inrlin on th~ W 
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Virglnln-Pennsylvania line. He enjoyed his visits with John 
McNeel at the present site of HJllsboro-and probably thrilled 
to know thot McNeel had come to this fertile area because he 
thought thaL he had killed a man "back in civilization," and 
hod stoyed in this lovely spot even a(ter he learned that the 
man had not died. He looked forward to his visits with "Fath­
er" Calder Haymond, at the present site of Fairmont; he must 
have been overjoyed when Calder's son, Thomas, became a 
Methodjst Circu it Rider. 

Asbury entered a Hfe-Iong friendship with Dr. Edward Tiffin 
whlle Ti.fftn lived in Charles Tow'n in a house that is still ex­
lant. This friendsrnp continued aiter Tiffin moved to Orno and 
became the first Governor of that State. 

Time would fail were we to attempt to tell the persons of 
interest with whom Asbury was iriend-John Davenport, a 
Revolutionary soldier who lived in J efferson County ; John 
Beck, at whose home near West Liberty Asbury preached his 
last sermon in West Virginia; John McCullough, sheriff of Ohio 
County in 1776 and brother of Samuel who gained fame by hi s 
leap to escape from the Indians ; Joseph Perkins, Asbury's old 
Jfrjend and neighbor," who was the superintendent of the U. S. 
Annory at Harper's F erry; and other names by the score . 

In Asbury's Journal there is an almost inexhaustible mine of 
material for biographical and historical r esea rch . The new edi­
lion has the greatest amount of identifications and notations 
that space permitted . In add.ition. to those printed in the 
Jour1l4l, the author of this paper has prepared extensive notes 
on West Virginia persons and places. A copy of this material 
mJY be found at the archives of the American Assoc iation of 

thodist Historical Societies at Lake Junaluska, North Caro­
; the author of this paper has another copy. 

Conelu81on 

l\t:bU.ry pe to our day not only in the context of religion . 
m h nformatlon and insight on the places and people 

fly daya of W .t Virgi nia. H I1vcd and labored in a 
111£10 p on' 'ra w r "but on r mov from the Indians 

of clvlll~'-d IIOClcty." II i writings wJlI be of 
I to II,r! n or to th, rlon Inter ted In th 

Of1l7 I ,.t IU 10 AmI-riC tw n 1771 and 11115. Th 
po.~t II • 11m" r II 
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~~~~ ........... .. :. .. ~ _ .... . 
I'll Lh',l B' Y 

F::mli y 
( ~.'" f(~UOI~ N . r (" .. 
""l '~\ h t~. ~. ~ h01ll 1l h Ill . now 

.~U\ " . f~'Jr ,,( IIvlnr. In Vir -
• ~~ \,~ \' gin ln. R n a 
·~ I t-\" ... ;,~ I I>c?wdy h:'l s ::;ub· 

. " .... (.1..:', ~ untt ed mnta r -
;.;; ~'!t:}j\"'J.. lal on Bruffey 
Piiilllly hI SlO"Y for your 
present rending nnd (or Iho 
edUor's posslblt" n1t';1 :ll nc tor 

:. tho encyclopedia. Tna mnter· 
101 comes liS clippings from 
the P~" :md hOond· SCt type or 
the 101C and g reat Ca l Price 
and time ot printing is 1933. 

TilE BRUFFEYS 
I Tho Rrufrc),s held their 
• - remlly r eunion on Br\.lHeys 
( Creek on August " 2G. 1933. 

" A 800d1y J1umber oC the re-
lationship was present and 

· the occasion was greatly en· 
t Joyed by all. 
I - , 

John BruHey was born In 
the north or Ireland In 1752. 

0 ', He married Nellie MncD.:.n· 
. i .. aId , or Scotland, and thoy 

I ' "'!oyed 10 America prior to 
• , tho Revolutlcn. In this WAr hI)" 

: . served 8S a soldie r unde r ' 
~ General Anthony Wayne . He 
• .. 'as killed in 'lhC'" year l E07 · 

'". by be ine: :hrown from a horse. 
The hurse scared at 11 deer 
at Ih'e Slono trough on the 
lands of M. J . McNeel. He 

" was buded In the McNeel 
~ graveyarlt. His . Ltnve Is 
~ marked by a stone le ttered by 
~ his son John. 

John and NolHe MacDon· 
.. aid Drurrey were the parents 
~ or threo sons, Mark, John and 
t Palrlc~. . 
I Mark married a Miss Lewis 
· and lived In f\!onroe counly. 
· 'in('y had a son, Rev . George: 
, his sons were F'h:tcht:r and 
~ . , Sam\!cl; the la t!cr wns tho 
r (athe r of Mrs. GeorE:c B. 
: Mlnt~r, or Warr en. 0:\10. who. 

was fl miss iona ry In Chinn for 
• number of },("ors: returning 
home to care (or her s is ter's 
children. 

John Jr. married Elizabeth 
. 111\1 and seuled on Oru{fe)'s 
, Creek. 'nlcy wo re thc- p3r· 

ents of threo sons nnd seven 
. dauE:ht4'"rs - Murr)', Br od· 
I ford and John. 

M l1rt y nUttl,. I 
rAIn ti l Nld o l lt 

" 11\ W 10 ttl" I' tt·,. , n l ll tt . 
,. n1 "net thr t·., tI H'I hI! •• II 
11 1111\ , Itllh" tt , teh 1" ,,1 1 II • 
IIht' lh h,'I,,,nt' Ih" If.- t 
WI\ Ir- ... 11111 . Nnnry, If,., h' 

I I h' III )' _ 1 1 1J1J~'. nll.-I M U j'l\r' I, 
\ \ \f nf II 'II'III I)"I\I-,n ''',1 __ 

' III)' SIII' I III It M I\tll ih Y,f"""--
nil 1\ . W 11111 lin '~rlu" 

son., f' t l\I\lrry Bruit"y . 
OrMUord rn llrtl 1.1 M u'y 

\Va l tJ ' of CI'C"cn')r1t' r (,OUli l y. 
'l'lloy hfld thran nons nnel four 
dought 1'8. Newton, I ~ I (\ of 
Renick; Frnn)( , decc:ls fld ; 

, S~u l ro T . 1\ . Bruffey, of 
BruUeys Crock: F.lh:llboth 
Whit ing: Sc r oM Gl'l mos. !}I rd 
Shlulc r. IdA Snr ve r . 

John BruHe}' III , mnrr l d 
: Ma rgoret 1-1111 end ..... rml west. 

The dauchiet's of John 2nd 
· were Eli ZA Moore , of Ed ray: 
· George P . Moore was her ·son. 
· Harrlel, wiCe o ( Wesley Cr ulk­
, shaM S. of Nicholas. Levina. 
, wife of Clayborne BIA\r : \Vent 
; wes t. Mrs. Jennie Lynch of 
: Neola, Mrs . I\nnle DOlson and 

Culbison. of the weSt a rc her 
children.. Julia become tho 
wire of a McCl ure: thc la te 
Ma thew wos hCT only son. 
Marcaret bccomG the wife of 
Morzan Ande rson. They had 

· three children. Ell zatw.th be · 
cnme the wire of Samu('1 Mc -

· Cal·ty. and movcd to Vc r · 
mont; C. J . Mc:Ctrt}' was he r 
son. Tho Ander son became 
Mrs. Shannon Cl utter: Er ic 
Clutie r Is Ihelr son. lJickson 
Anderson married Sa rah Mc-

" Coy • . ~trs . ..,p'. C. Curry Is 
thei r daus htcr . 

Nancy BruHe), became the 
wife of Levi Hookcr. clock­
mol;er. end Martha BTllfrey 
becomo the wife of James 
Ewing. Botll (amllles went to 
Nichulus cOll llty. 

Pot rick DruHcy W{\S born 
Ma 2, 1785. 3nd dlO.d Feb· 
rua~)' 3. 18~3. lI is wire W;'lS 

Annie Sleven, douchtcr of John 
Slaven, hcnd of Grernbrl.er 
lUver. Hc was a s killed W01 k· 
m:tn In wood , Iron lUld s tone. Ho w3S n miIJf!r, t OCl, nne! own­
ed the mill ncar Gr eenbunk . 
His fnmlty cons is ted of s ix 
d"ul!hters and t ..... o sons . PI)II~ 
Mnthews war. hOI'n J anu:tr) 

.29. 16 13. lind (lit'd Novo", ', 
'ber 1 \8.19. She bl!cll1ne the 
wife 'or John II. Ihlt')(nll1R . 

, - , . .. .. .:. . , 
. 

." .. 

• 

, .. I,,,,., Y .,. I 
d ' .... ..,. t: , 
WIt U., .. J (.,."',":,'-: ,..' ... 
Inc C, •• I4MI 
r l .. d Alml,. c.~;::,!~;: Ion Ch.I,1I-, s.. 
In OkI ...... 1ft 1 
born April ',t H t"':'.toi:~ 
bor I. 11M .... " • .,"'; 
vine. Ina ..... u. 
eloven chlkJ,u. 0-
Jamea ... • Cor-:' 
sold ier and..... lItaod'. I.! 
preunc. or hi. CDCIClIItr 

J l mu. born J ,.., 2 
1810. marr ltd )1.,,., A' 
lIan men and ..-tG &0 
County. 

Elizabeth Sill.," St .., 
born March 24. 1818. ~ • 
tha wile 01 Addlun 2:olrAllIA 
Went "'as t. 

Priscilla BruIfe1 beea.-:. 
the · ... ·Ife 01 L.orfflSOQ • 
li nd wcnt to Webster COCZI!y 

· Caroline Mlrp,e, SN:: '. 
born September 18. J8r. .dl.Iod 
'Augus t 101 , 1853 : bf'catM ~two 
wlte 0(. James WilLS R:<xt­
man October 14 , ! 8S2 He:r 
child "''Us Wl1iI3m \;'·.U.ace 
Ruc)(mon, who 1 1,,·edo:'lS!~~,. 
In8 ~ree)( , whe re his chUdren,.. 
O. £ . lind Maute. RCJ'IIII' r e-

side. & 

Sarah Ann S tulley. born 

Novcmber 7. IS:" . died ~o­
vembc:r 6. 189S. became .M 

· wife of James G. Hl mtllon. 
October 9. 1851. A d.l !J!th:~r. 
Hc~;tl! r, bec3me the Wlr~ of 
Robe rt Drown. County t;. 
veyor. R. W. Brown Is the 

· sO~1I113m Sl3\'cn BNtiey. 
born Decembe r 2. 1~6, mu­
r ied MAry J . HRmUlon. 9o i'~ 
10 Mls~o:.J rl. He died '~r~. 
I., 1873. • 

. . 
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Ut. nor U\ or t".llWt l 

_.,.,t,r.l k1DaMn ot .,.. 
• 

...... rle prtor oDonold BN UO" no .. o1 

he .~ .. I ... oUior UDdor nonoral An "7 "')"110 . J'. a. tU" 111 

lIT be1D« tIa'o_ trOll .. hor .o. Tho hor.. od leu .. t .. elMr at tlA • 

laD4I: or .J. "C!'eol. n . .... bw-l04 in tho "ollo01 I. 

• tem. lotterod by hi' son, John. 

. ., 
•• • 

-""'" -.,... 1a _.io .... 
to tho -.rrl"6o ot John ond 11.1110 '.oDonald Brutfoy .... r. boro _ _ 

~ .. '0Q.a , , 1<, 

"-1< -.rrlod A Ii .. Lori. AOd livod in IJonro. County. Tho), had .. IOD, a ..... . 

hi, Ion. were Fletaher and Swruol; tho latter was tho fa-thor ot "r • • GeorC. £. ,. 

WuTc, Ohio. who 'WIU 0. a:1salon.o.ry in China tor" nunber ot youe ; rotwuJr.c 

tor her 11Itor' . children 

• 
,. ... 

, . • 

to 

..... ::l .... (1 t01 11 (N throo daushtore; - 'lI'11118l:l, Robert, Richard. Elbu.th booo:::o tbe -u. or 

w..le7 Hill. llanO)'. the m.r. of ilanry Bo~so l ""d 'argorot the w1!'0 or il"6st.1 l)oc.t..; ... 

Dorputy Sheritt H. I BruJ'fay And A. l"I. Bl11 ..... ro s r AOdlono ot o.y Bruttoy. 

Bradtord aarrlecl l!ary 17tLtt:; , of Grombrlor County. Thoy had throo ton. al.d to"Jr ~hW". 

lewton. lAte or Reniok; Frank. decoQaod J Squiro T. A. BruJ"'foy, of BMlay. OK; El..1.lQith 

-.dt1DcJ 8or ... Gr1l:.oo , Bird Shisl. r; ond Ida Sarv.r . 

JoIrD. BruJ'tay. III, __ r ltd l.iu"66r ot Hill o.nd woht .... ,t. 
'!'he "'Ipterl or John, 2nd, wer e Elba lfOOTe, or Edre.y; Goo 0 P. • TO '1'11.' !-.41' , 

l.orlna, wi.!'o or c~mo Blair ; 

been. tba wit. ot J'or &Nl Andorlon. 



..,"" .. • '-' ltD ... ... 

.... ,_. _ or "" Wi .. . I¥ .... 

......... 1'-.. .... .... 

ltona . 'olb 

1 II-. lMt. .. 'No_ the wtt. or Jom H. Jl\.I., 

...... u.. 'lilt. ot WiUa. J. C.okl.y, or U .... tnr 

• I . ..t. • -.. 
, I • , 

r . , I ..,. 
c.. ... ll. *.11" IOn CharI .. taucht .0Il001 tor U,. Wi ... IA 01<1 __ 

I.q Ca_ln. born 6 Aprn 16U dl04 l Oot 1866 , "it. or _ .... , 

-. 

_tblr or .1eT4m ohildren. Ono I()n, Ja::to . .... Cont04or .. to ...,14t.n- .,.. 

m .. F".cO or hb nothor. 

.. 
• • 

• 
• klllot 

_I. bo ... 28 Jon, 1816 narr iod • t orot Ann I!4rtmn ond .....,t to '-1. c......,. 

• 

Iltaabetb 8laTeD &rutloy, born 24 J!arch 1818, boOOZlO the w:1.to or AMboc .t.rri..M ... 

.n. 
!TuatUa Bruftey boo..,o tho mto ot toronlOn. Pugh NUl want to ,.ob.t4:r c,:.=t;r. 

CU'ollne 1Ior5arot Bruffoy, born 18 sopt. 1822, d lod 14 Ant; 185&, be..". _ wit. or 

.-.. 'Watt. Ruolalan 14 Oct. 1852. Hor child 'ml, 'ft'l11im IdlAco Rualc:l:m, 0 Und. CIIl 

staapins Croek moro hie ohildron D. TT. and !:8f;r;10 RuolcnOn now r olido. 

Sarah .Azm Bruffey. born 7 Rov. 1824. died 6 no", . 1895. boca:w tho wi!'o or ... G. 

tolD. 9 Oot. t861. A do.UShtor. Host or 000= 0 tho w1.to or Rober t Br o1t\ ; Co~ ~:' 

R. W. Bro1lD .. their 80n. 

1Ii11laa 811 ••• Bruffoy, bom 2 Doo. 1826. oarr 1od UAry J . RMilton and WDt to Joa,aIO\U'1 . 

TM Bruttql _ ro or em invcntivo turn ot oind. One of tho pooohontlto tCtl~ w:>r bd tor 

ti • Tho invontor do.,.loped .. 
MDI' ,...,.. on tho unsolved. pr oblet1 ot ~orpotual DO on • 

• _-t a ~a' - of lIhoa.t 'lll:)uld .tort .. l ta',o ",,",01 t;urn1.n(: , 
__ 1ne 10 tinoly po:laod YI_ lIl'".ul 

tor 'boo(lJ!O tho .peed. until it w:a\ll4 
~ DOt be oo"trolled ... d tho longor i t r an tho "'"" rt tho _01 ..,d .to!> it. 

Brut£oy" laat ottort _0 to tta 
ts:aal~ _ ttoelt to pi .. e • • 

• 



_ _ lOiI ... utI .... ot .1IC!h .. 

dD Co _1" . lIatu1I't1.,y 

WI_r ' • nlf,ht . IIDd )'0111' lie 

.wmy br ao •• 

h . I 

111111 t 

• 

~. the iloab_aae !n tho 1001 & rAVO d , RUla'boro , rt 1r UlU I 

IIUJP'II 

.atil .... or floelaud and RO'YOlutlon1et undor Gonoral "lIIfIlo, U.S. A. 

Die4 in 1807 - cd 66 whiob 1IOu14 _leo hill bi r th ute 1752. ?h1.a tOQb,~~ 

'" h1a eoD JobD Bruttoy aDd blooribcd c.c that ollie 

MoI)cmald. &lslilh, who 01lft0 beforo tho Rovolut ion. Children , Patriok 

ti114 0Il't a oarp_tor and contraotor, 'k, 8 a preach~r lind 'IIOllt te ''onroe •• .-­

.10"" 1:lve4 in Pooahon~. Coun~ buried in t he Hill Com tory, loboliA, 0:1: lrdmi 



John 1lruI'1"ey v • bom In tho north ot l rolane! 1n 17" I~ 
oUand • • !XI til lIO.ed t.o riaoa prior t.o Y~l rrt.4 101 

& 21 ldie.r undaT Oemr&l Antho1"Q' Warne . fie va k1 al ut..1 . • r 
rrc. • hOrM_ !'be horae tlc.red at • cl!tOT at. t.he atone ~ .,. 01 1&07 b1 
IIoHeel. 110 VOl buried In tho IbHeel gr.."yol'd. Ilia - rn ~ Oft \Ito laIId. or 
by hil oon, Jolin. • • ... 1' 4 b)' •• 

John and r:.ollie KooDonalcl llruI'for ro U\e~' . - r ~ n_ 0 throe '0,,", Karle, JoI\n...s '.~n..tCil 
IIt.rIc _rrled a Hil . I.< .. dl nne! llved in Ibnroo Count.y Tho ha 
Drur :rJ 1111 IOns vero Floteher ane! 8 ..... 1) t he lot';r ".~ t~ ~=, ...,. ~~ .... 
B. H1.ntcr ot Warren, OhiO, who "08 0 JUas1qnnry i n Ch11\4 tor a ffUJ:J>or or r. 
returning ho:eo to care for har e1su,r ' s oW ldron. T ot ,...,..; 

John, Jr., urrled Elizo.ooth Hill and ""tllod on Bruttors Crook . Thoy \lOre U. P''''lL:.i: 
ot throe 80ns and sevon dnughters---Mur"".,11 Br4dtord and John. 

Murroy .. rrled Ellzoooth Craie or IIlchola. (lount y . Tho)' voro U\e parente·o' UL ... 
ond throe dnughters--tl1ll1 ..... Robert, l\1cha • E1l7.aboth beenm tho VUe ~ V I.e 
Hill; 11ane,., vUe or Honry Bogas; and I!orgarot t ho VUe or Hogen Denioon . ~ T T 
Shortt( R. II. Brufto1 and A. • Hill aro grruldsOM or Hurror Brutr.y. 

aMor<! .... rricd ~ Uott., or Greenbrier County. Tho,. had three sono and t_ dol~,~"r1 
lewton, late or Renick, Frank, deceased; Squiro ~. A. Druffo1, or Drufters Cre ... ; 

Ellzabeth Ilh1ting; SoraJIII 1lr1M8J Bird Shi.lar; and Ida Sarver. 

J ohn Bruttoy, III, _rriod Mlrcaret. Hill and .... nt yo. t . 

Tho dnUGhters ot ,~ohn, 2ncI, vore SJ4.za Kooro, or Edr3y; Coo,"e P. l'.oore """ her ."". 
Harriet, vito ot ' ''Osley Crutbhanks, at lIicholo •• Levina, VUo of Clayborno Bla1r; 
vent "".t, Hr •• Jon."J1o Lynch of l/oola, Mrs . AnnIe Dotson and Culbinson, or tho _t 
are hor children. Jul1a *_ the vito ot· a I-lcClure; tho late Mathe" " .. hoI' Oftl:r 
lfarearot beca,.., t 0 vile ot }!organ Ande~on. Thoy had tllree children. El1 .. be 1I .~ .. .., 
the v1!o or SalllUol McCarty And DOved to Venoont. C. J . Carty.... .on. ·. 
Anderson *_ lira . Shannon C~vtterl Erio c-lutt'Alr ie tbe1r son. Dick.on _orson 
-.rrlod Sarah .lcCoYI Hr •• P. C. CIIIT7 11 tbeir <l~U~f. 

laney IlMItto,. bee .... tho vite or Levi llookllr, cloolala r , and Martha Brutt Y bee· ... t>to 
lI11'e of Jam. !v1ng. Both £8II111e8 vent to Nichola. C~.mty. 

l'Iam'ick IlMItto7 \IRS bom 2 """ 1785 and ct10d 3 Feb. 18$ • lila ~ ..... Ann;.a i~"::: 
daughter ot John Sln)!n. head ot Greenbrier Rl""r. a • Qroe • Hi. !Uil)" 
Von and .tone. lie ",. -.1d.Uer. too. tho no: 29, ",.. l8l3 and died 
.... 1Itecl oe .ix daughters aRI We> .0118. 18~ I 1\', child.-en vore 
% 1IoY. 181&9. Sho be.,..., tho vita ot John B. uarrled AlJ:ir. 
~l1na, vUe or 1lliaD J. Cackley, ot 
CbpbollJ their son Chorlas teaobos Indians 

1lanc7 Catber1lW born 6 Apr. 1811 dio<l 1 Oct.. l/lll!~1t 
Dth,or of el8ven chilclron. One ""l" 

n brv \in thO 
.oldior ~ .... IdUod 



, 

• 

This is the latest piclure of Mrs. Molli. Bruffy, who 
Monday. ~he is pictured here with a doll that was 

live,n her when she was. child at Calvin . . 1 

lie -Bruffy, 61, Dies 
1I"" .n"ral s~rvices were to bave I Mrs. Bruffy, a member 0( ' • 

conducted at 2:30 today the , ew Prospect Baptist Church j 
Mrs. Mollie Bru(fy, 61, wife ' and or the Rebecca Lodge, was r 

Bruffy of La Frank, born at Calvin June 7. l895. 
Monday morning, Oc- the daughter of the late Hamil· '" 

29, in the Sacred Heart ton and Amanda Bredon. ' 
tPital. Survivors besides ber hus· 

. J . E. Brown, pastor of band include olle daughter, " 
Frank's New Prospect Bap- frs. Beulah TOllry of incin· IT 

Church, was to officiate, nali. Ohio; one brother, Ervi 
burial was to follow In the Bredon, also of incinnati: on 

Union Cemetery at Cal- ha l(·brother, Justus Bredon or 11 
with the White and Cole· I Morgantown; one halr-~istcr. 
Funeral 1Iome in charge. Irs. Rulh Curry o( <:~l\'m . I 

1 ~ 



1826, _k164 Kart • ' ''''Ill 

to Va n1& hold a lar&e .tt.nded ",>r. 
0I/1J1K COIIIl'IOnt. on the «c."ion .n r ..... the 

5l"Uffoy, in the COUTSO of wldcll • bri.r lliJlt.o:" i~~~~~i~~~~~~ ofLt~ program cocn1tt<to in the attornooo an 
the i':"", this hiotcr1cal account "0 S.t.. .. ered • rfRI 1:rt.mt: 
~~ maJ'(V more rrcco privat<t consorvati ona v1th • o! ~ .. 

'U ... ::..~ 
Ifl ... Ka6c1e tho recognized historian of till. t&:o117. It .,...,.' 
that R ceJ~iI ,,~tob-Ir1Sb descent ca,,,,o froa Ireland prior to u. 
ReTolution and in tho noi6hborhood of Dillsboro, about t1ttoen IIUu rrcc 
lIarl1nton on tho Greenbrier River. He brou6ht an attractive brido tlUl iUOOIII£ tha 
ShAJIrookll of hie nativo hOllth when be came to America, \lhose ".". "". !!ollie IIo!lonold, 
and an ancestral Id.I\8rIIIlI of Ransay HcDonald, prilDe m nist<tr ot tho Briti.h t..¢re . 
Tho Brutro,.. lin.,., st\ld1ou.~ no1§!esl,pJll!~~\statement concorni"8 tho relationship vith 
SllCb royal pers0Da&0s, but~rn"flcs'l! ~Wa to lmow that To= Bruffey, vho opened his 
roIIIini.cont bour 18 n cousin of Enbland ' s great prime odnist<tr. 

We learned thAa Brurfe,.,. were an invontive turn of mOO. One of tho P«ahont.. taa1l:r 
IIOrIced tor ~ yellrs 0:1 the unsolved problem of "perpetual ..,tio,," . '!'be invent.o:- d ..... 
eel a _chine 110 finely IiIdII; poised tllnt a grain of wboat wou.ld .tort a lal'&" vho 
turning, but it could not be controlled and the loncer it ran t he creator bee ... t. ... 
apeed until it would finally tear Usel to piccos . Ilru.ffey's last etrort V33 to start 
the wheel and watell it fling itself into frallJDOnts a. it dashed oft into epace. 

!!aero are 110 II1llionaire8 UIOJIg -the Brurfe,.., but thore clght IInve been, tor it .... a 
hUe, ""0 imented the hill:ride plow, the instrument tllnt lin. probablY dono ..".. to 
cIrt1r wealth rru. the eo11 than any other one fanl implomont. An unscrupulous lavror of 
Ilub1Dston stole the pat<tnt and tbua the Brurfo,. lived quietlY on, content. IItv 
IIOOd and draw vat<tr. They are paotoral p80!>le and agricuUuru poolple am havo .,..,.,. 
Mp1recI to poeitlone or bonor and trus-t in tho affairs of the stat<t. 

It J'IIIl woulcl &8t a correot ne88W'" of such lIOr'I a8 TOIl Bruffey !roll old Poca, pull down 
7WI' Bobb, Bvna and .... ad allaln Cotter' 0 Saturday IIi&ht. It will be ill • frash b t~ 
ill the W1licht on .. _r' e night, and your h r t will feel a ""l'lO glow AI 10U 
the IIOU ab IIh on Scotland'. sunny braea. 
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Dr . JJtn O. 110_1 
llZ7 PInO s~t 

De ... tur. lU1no1o 
Harch 24 . 1957 

St. LoUt. 1 , M18so\lrl 
IleNeel.· ))ear ~~t..r of the 22:nd ms-t. arrl..o t.b.U a. a •• in rei t.be poet.otfioe ot 

~1nt. W. va •• otJ.s~ caclcleyto\m. aDd - \.J>:jQ1ry --. tbe 

caol<lO)l r~. ( T _ to have settled at l ... t tbe t1M that HUlpo1ftt . VlJos.. - V. Va.) 
au • U. s. Po.t Octice. howeVer. the _ of tbe town oould haw -

ohoJ>Pd .. r Uor than the datA the P. O ..... _bllobed. 
I ha"" • _ of • lettAr _ writtAn on Feb. 6. l89) b.r Dr. Oopbo. 'uIIlIIr 
1Io,yn1ll.e . K1 •• to w.. H. caoklor. of Ro_. V. Va .. (th1a .... L cr.-ao. 
oon (8) Volent1M caolde), . Jr., not tho w.. B. Ca of -.- "'''polAt) I,D ~ 
ho ... soeJdng Woo about the Virg. Caoldoy. - aDd h1a lettor _ta' .... tbe 
foUoodne porasroph _ "bM',.,." .,-. In a l.1ot of batt1 •• k1nl1ahao 1ft Va. 
I !1nd tho .... caoldoytown. I could not Unci hob • pootofn ... Where 10 it? 
1 think * . Cackley spoke of the place when at. father ' s ," 
or couroo th10 hU ratorence to Civil War s1d.rll13hao aDd tbU -.ld. t,= 
yooro ottor tho datA tho P. O. Dept. Recorda .how that tho - ,.. • 
(1.865 ].eos 1.8)50:)0 years). Ho"""or bet"""" 1.862 and 1.865 tho ... ~. aid tho 
1"u I(ar ao]dio .. and corNapOnclenta o'!i entlY stUl oo)lad tbe little "'lap 
ca~. '!be abov. lUted ilIl9:l let tAr va. where 1 CODOO1ftd tbe 1doaa tllat 
Cae\doyto1c!> d.1d not be.,.... lI1UP<>1nt untU tho letter part of tho Civil War. or 
later. Tho .bow nuod Dr. Cop»,., ilacldey .... of tho 4th _ .... u.o.. ... - of 
(4) Joseph (none) ancI ElUabetb (1\U'ner) .... and he a _ of (4) IWaa (-) 
laclcloy. Sr .. a IOn or Jacob r.,.oldoy. ~. (1701-1768). or _ ... 1. 
Too> ... tho prlY1l1Al8e to look over lIlY Ca~ data at _ t1M ... ~a:.;~ ..... " 
Cacklloy _ hove eiven ....... h or thia .... tAr1al. BW bad Mot DO dat&. 
.. lett.er epe on Mch. 22.nd, in vh1ch he sent Info. tor hU bnDob. au. ,.,...t.a, 
~oto. ancI crat gtd . parenta (Goo. No,) of Lni <-). Sr., u4 
Iano:7 (_) Brl.d.show C.cklay. He •• nt no dat.. DOt __ for h1a pwIfa­
(5 ...... J ..... Ca. ) . ) brother. and two aiatere. 
I nota that you are coopU1ng • H1atory or tha MoNeel r.101.l¥. ~_ J -
~ how tor bock you fQ:f know about tho orJ.siDol '.OlWiT - ..... 
.... to tho colon1es ancI it you know . bout tho three .pol""'" of tho 01'1&' .. 1 
t_~ __ or _ locklay ___ 11 _ "e\<loy . Kaoldoy '" caokl.e;1. 

roro 1 ro...,... 1.. _ 1"" oro ... 1_ to c_ look Oft" ~ leolcla!f ~ &lnor7 
Co. .... at _ u.. it 001 euit your ooD""' _ _ , ......... - 1 0I10h to - ~ " 
.~ _ _" data IS L1IIl1'l!ll . .. I _noll1 ban oentaotAd - et -"'Ja4ti~ ............ _ 1 roo ... to B1ll 1n • ,..thor pooullar .. _. 1 -" tIIO 
"-. or c-.... a~ MUlpo1nt not tbon IaIoodnc it. ... _b • ..u "'11'-;';.-
lAw.r ......... to tho PrI.aon ~ _ u- r.xayod to ..... B. caoklOCl' at tho • 

, r. .... Md. M NPU..cS _ flU 1nq\l1.rY oo~ the <taw tat. ca·k' ....... t1 
'''' • ..., 1m ot\d no, _ . 

,v 11 l.t1.n .. u\.u. ., boot. t.bt Keckl., Y. lIuto17, procu.\.OIII of,:ta b._ ..... l U ... wUl be .rune tor ~ 01' ,., - yo~. - - ...... to.... .to!. 00 ral Oo_loci _ .. Ooopcodo 1 - '. '; .... 
• utor)' t r ~ .boi,' ,., Y' ,...". ,,'1 o.nM~.= t 'n' ,J 

... 1.nc'''' rebabq - .-.- o.tAlo i - -.- In ... $t 1--' or olMO':J.!' .::.. - - .. 
, ) _... .. ~ ... ~ 110 . a&l'J,:' - , ~ - -.. ij~., 

... ""." • • '" _ .... _ to ... _ • 
,,,,,, ... ' .. '- I ";"",1" '" ... rr- , ...... U a:::t -. _ - ...... 
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